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With so many consumer products becoming obsolete
more quickly (think: CPUs, CRT monitors, TVs, printers,
game consoles and audio equipment), all sorts of space
is steadily lost to high-tech flotsam and jetsam. Have a
couple of functioning but obsolete PCs tucked away? A
drawer of cell phones? A box of old printers? Or, an even
bigger culprit for many of us, rarely worn clothing?

Whether it’s the basement, the garage, a room, a closet or
a drawer – clutter and disorganization can weigh your life
down in ways you may not even be aware of.

Think of the last time you successfully got a clutter-
challenged area of your home back into shape by putting
things away, tossing piles of papers and maybe even
hauling stuff to the thrift store.

The new vibe in the formerly cluttered space often
energizes other areas of your life – be it work, family or a
personal project you’ve been neglecting.

And on the 1-800-GOT-JUNK? Web site, you can watch
clips from Oprah episodes that show the junk hauler
helping the clutter-challenged dig out to embrace healthier,
clutter-free lifestyles.

You’re not alone, as confirmed by the number of TV
shows devoted almost entirely to removing clutter and
organizing the home: Clean House (Style); Clean Sweep
(TLC); Hoarders (A&E); How Clean is Your House? (W);
Mission Organization and The Unsellables (HGTV). And
that’s not a complete list.

Household-goods storage facilities and junk haulers such as
PODs, 1-800-PACK-RAT and 1-800-GOT-JUNK?
have seen robust growth in recent years, even showing
resiliency as the larger economy struggled.

The first thing you encounter on the 1-800-PACK-RAT
Web site is Karl Champley, host of the DIY Network show
Wasted Spaces, saying, “I’ve helped thousands of people
declutter and organize their homes by getting rid of what’s
not needed and maximizing the space you have.”

The PODS Web site has a page titled “Declutter Your
Home and Get Organized.”

* Source: National Association of
Professional Organizers, napo.net



And you don’t have to open your home to the rest of the world
on TV to make it happen.

Most of us aren’t drowning in debris like the families on the
TV shows. But it’s likely you can use a little help – whether it’s
working with your real estate agent to stage your home for sale
or just trying to regain more control over your space.

If you’re finding yourself consistently frustrated by clutter, or
just wishing you could be a bit more organized, it might even
be worth contacting a professional.

The National Association of Professional Organizers is the
world’s oldest and largest association for expert organizers.
It even developed a credential: the Certified Professional
Organizer designation.

The association’s guidance for its members might help you put
your own situation into clearer context: Ask the right questions
to understand wants and needs; customize organizational
systems to the individual; use technology to support organizing
efforts; and break goals into manageable steps.

If everybody in your household is fine with the eclectic
decorating, don’t let the clutter police make you feel guilty.
But if you’re feeling a bit overwhelmed at times, you might be
ready to call in some pros, whether it be for storing, hauling or
simply helping you put a new system or perspective into place.
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LAKE REAL ESTATE FUTURE IS BRIGHT
Market Activity at Lake of the Ozarks is looking up!  Year to date, the average sales price of a lakefront home
is $321,000, a significant increase from $277,000 in 2009.  The number of sales are up from 105 lakefront
homes to 118 in 2010.  Offshore homes are also up from 160 in 2009 to 186 homes in 2010.  This year it
takes an average of 7 showings to generate an accepted contract for RE/MAX Lake of the Ozarks listings,
compared to 2009 with 11 showings needed to generate an accepted contract.
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LAKE OF THE OZARKS TRIVIA
1) How many acres does the Lake cover?  2) What bridge was known as "The Upside Down Bridge", built to
offer people a clear view of the Lake?  3) What popular TV sitcom form the 60's was written based off the
town of Eldon?

Answers: 1) 54,000 acres  2) Grand Glaize Bridge  3) Petticoat Junction
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